
Introduction



Background

The Devon, Cornwall, and Isles of 
Scilly (DCIoS) Climate Impacts 
Group (CIG), currently chaired by 
the Environment Agency, was 
formed in 2019 in response to 
declarations of climate 
emergency across the area. 
The DCIoS CIG has produced an 
Adaptation Strategy to tackle 
climate impacts which would 
benefit from regional 
collaboration.

https://www.climateresilient-dcios.org.uk/about/
https://www.climateresilient-dcios.org.uk/about/


• Climate Change Adaptation: Actions to become 
more resilient to the impacts of climate change 
(e.g. sea level rise, heatwaves, flooding, drought 
etc.), by anticipating the effects and preparing 
for these.

• Adaptation is different to Climate Change 
Mitigation: Actions to reduce the region’s 
contribution to climate change (e.g. actions that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions) to minimise 
the extent of global warming.

• Climate adaptation works with climate 
mitigation as part of a dual approach to reduce 
risk from climate change.

What is adaptation?



• The world has already experienced warming of 1.1°C 
above pre-industrial levels (1850-1900) and further 
warming is expected. Climate projections show that 
continued changes to average and extreme 
weather are very likely.

• Critical infrastructure (e.g. transport networks, sea 
defences), community assets (e.g. schools, 
hospitals), homes, nature, businesses and public 
services are all sensitive to weather and climate. 
Therefore, climate change will directly affect the 
environment, demand for services, economic 
productivity, and infrastructure maintenance costs. 

• Taking a proactive approach to adapt to climate 
change will create a fairer, healthier, more resilient 
and prosperous society.

Why is climate adaptation necessary?



Drier summers and increased 
likelihood of droughts.

Hotter summers and increased 
likelihood of heatwaves and 
periods of extreme heat

Milder, wetter winters with an 
increase in rainfall and 
intensity and frequency  

Reductions in snowfall, frost 
and ice

Rising sea levels

Increase in the intensity and 
frequency of storms

Shift in the growing seasons

Milder winters and change to 
pest and disease pressures

What will climate change look like in the DCIoS region?

Increase in the risk of wildfires



What this Strategy entails
There are three parts to the Strategy:

The Risk Assessment, which 
identifies regional climate 

impacts and their risks and 
opportunities.

An Adaptation Plan, for the 
next 5 years, which sets out 
the conditions for everyone 

to act on adapting to 
climate change together.

An Action Plan, which sets 
out the short term actions 
for regional collaboration 
over the next 2-3 years. 



This Strategy covers five sectors (broadly corresponding with those 
highlighted in the UK’s national climate risk assessment):

If you'd like to know about any of the above in more depth, see the relevant chapters in 
each of the three sections of the Strategy.

Natural Environment (including 
agriculture and forestry)

Infrastructure Health and the built 
environment

Business and industryCross-cutting (including 
international dimensions)

Five Sectors



How to get involved?

Read the Strategy – you can look through the Quick 
Reads, which each take five minutes to read, or dive 
into the summary or full report. 

Look at the resources - to make it easier for everyone 
to take action for climate adaptation and prepare for 
climate impacts, we’ve compiled a list of helpful 
resources.

Follow the Climate Impact Group partner 
organisations on social media and sign up to their 
newsletters for regular project updates.

https://climateresilient-dcios.org.uk/resources/
https://climateresilient-dcios.org.uk/resources/
https://www.climateresilient-dcios.org.uk/contact/

